Human immunodeficiency virus type 1 antigenaemia is enhanced in patients with disseminated cytomegalovirus infection and deficient T lymphocytes.
We have studied 61 patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) regarding the relationships between disseminated cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection with CMV retinitis, HIV1 antigenaemia and CD4+ and CD8+ T-cell deficiency. HIV1 p24 antigenaemia was present in all patients with CMV retinitis (at a high concentration), but in only 28% of patients without retinitis (at a low concentration). Compared to patients without retinitis, those patients who developed retinitis had lower CD4+ and CD8+ prior to and during AIDS. CMV may contribute to deficiencies of T lymphocytes in patients with AIDS.